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THE HINDU

land transport cess
BENMGALLURY

Shortly after announcing its
decision to start collecting a
%200 service charge for
door-to-door collection of
garbage from households,
the financially beleaguered
BBMP hopes to start
collecting another cess from
tax-paying citizens. BEMP
Administrator Gaurav Gupta
recently gave his assent to
the collection of land
transport cess along with
property tax. The amount will
be 2% of the property tax.
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BBMP wants to collect land transport cess

The amount will be 2% of property tax, and is likely to be implemented in the coming fiscal if ratified by State government

CHITRA V. RAMANI
BENGALURU

Shortly after announcing its
decision to start collecting a
200 service charge for
door-to-door collection of
garbage from households,
the financially beleaguered
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanag-
ara Palike (BBMP) hopes to
start collecting another cess
from tax-paying citizens.
BEMP Administrator Gaurav
Gupta recently gave his as-
sent to the collection of land
transport cess along with
property tax. The amount
will be 2% of the property
tax.

Though approved by the
Administrator, it has o be
ratified by the State govern-
ment. If the BBMP get its
way, then the property tax
paid by citizens will see an
increase in the coming fiscal,
when it is likely to be imple-
mented, said sources in the
civic  body's  Revenue
Department.

The BBMP already collects
four cesses -  Li-
brary, Health and Solid
Waste Management - along
with property tax. Sources
said that it has been estimat-
ed that nearly 150 crore can
be collected as land tran-
sport cess, if the State go-
vernment gives its approval.

Incidentally, this is not the

Citizens are against the new cess givel

first time that the cess has
been proposed. After audit
objections were raised by the
Comptroller and Auditor
General, the civic body had
tabled the proposal several
times before the BBMP's
elected council. However,
the council deferred the de-
cision on the cess each time
it was tabled.

n the abysmél quaiity of ro;

ads. ssupHAKARA 1AM

Earlier in January this
vear, the then Mayor M.
Goutham Kumar approved
the proposal and stated that
the money collected would
be used for maintenance of
roads. However, following
objection, he did a U-turn,

BBMP Special Commis-
sioner (Revenue) Basavaraj S.
was not available for com-
ment, despite repeated
atternpis.

Citizens up in arms
Citizens have expressed their
objection to the new cess gi-
ven the abysmal quality of
roads and the fact that many
families are facing financial
constraints due to the fallout
of the COVID-19 pandemic,
G.S. Renukaprasad, presi-
dent of Shanthinagar Resi-
dents® Welfare Association,
pointed out that citizens are
already paying high road tax.
“We are not bothered if the
road tax is going to the go-
vernment or the BEBMP. What
we want is simple: good
roads. However, the roads in
the city are riddled with
potholes, are dug up and in
poor matorable condition.

claiming the decision to levy  Why should citizens be bur-
the cess had been deferred, dened with this cess?”
not approved. Prakash D.R., founder-

president of Osborne Road
Residents' Welfare Associa-
tion, who is also a property
tax consultant, said that pro-
perty owners were not
bound to pay for mainte-
nance of roads. The road tax
collected should be shared
between government and
BBEMP.

“Cirizens are struggling o
earn a livelihood, and this is
not the time to impose the
cess," he said, and added
that instead of burdening ci-
tizens, the BBMP should col-
lect arrears from various go-
vernment departments.

Former BEMP Opposition
Leader Abdul Wajid reiterat-
ed that the elected body had
rejected the cess proposal
several times. “Power tariff
was increased, BBMP is go-
ing to start collecting service
charge for solid waste man-
agement... and now, this ad-
ditional cess. How much
more will citizens be bur-
dened?”
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Oxford vaccine is 70% eftective

200 million doses
will be ready by
year-end, says
pharma major
REUTERS

LONDON

Pharma major AstraZeneca
said on Monday its COVID-19
vaccine could be as much as
90% effective, giving the
world's fight against the glo-
bal pandemic a new wea-
pon, cheaper to make, easier
to distribute and faster to
scale-up than rivals.

The British drugmaker
said it will have as many as
200 million doses by the end
of 2020, around four times
as many as U.S. competitor
Pfizer. Seven hundred mil-
lion doses could be ready
globally as early as the end of
the first quarter of 2021, it
said.

Status check I Among the 54 vaccine candidates

undergoing clinical trials, 13 are currently in phase 3 while
six have been approved for limited use

= Pharmaceutical major
AstraZeneca announced on
Monday that its vaccine,
being developed with
University of Oxford, had

an average efficacy of 70%,
according to interim data

= On November 9, New York-
based Pfizer and
Germany-based BioNTech
said their vaccine candidate

was over 90% effective,
according to preliminary data

» The U.5.-based company
Moderna on November 16
announced that a preliminary

The vaccine on average
prevented 70% of COVID-19
cases in late-stage trials in
Britain and Brazil; the suc-
cess rate rose to 90% if the
vaccine was administered as
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analysis indicated that its
vaccine candidate,
currently in phase 3 trials,
was 94.5% effective

a half dose followed by a full
dose. The efficacy was 62% if
the full dose was given twice,
as it was for most study parti-
cipants. No serious safety
events were confirmed, the

company said.

However, AstraZeneca's
shares fell 4%, on track for
their worst daily perfor-
mance in six months, as in-
vestors perceived the effica-
cy data as disappointing
compared with rivals. Plizer
and Moderna, which report-
ed that their vaccines pre-
vented around 95% of cases,
had set the bar for success
sky-high.

The AstraZeneca shot
does, however, have some
advantages over offerings
from U.S. rivals. The drug’s
cost to governments works
out at just a few dollars a
shot, a fraction of the price
of shots from Pfizer and Mo-
derna, which use a more un-
conventional technology.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE B
SCSEEKS REPORTSFROM
STATES » PAGE 10




Metro project: Details of trees to be axed in public domain

They will make way
for Reach 5 of the
metro network

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The two public notices on Mon-
day - one issued by the Karnata-
ka Forest Department and
another by the Bruhat Bengalu-
ru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) -
have set a precedent of sorts.

For the first time, complete
details of trees identified for re-
moval on the stretch between
BTM Layout and Silk Board
Junction to make way for Reach
5 of Namma Metro is now availa-
ble in the public domain.

This includes their species,
condition, girth and location.

Citizens can access the infor-
mation with ease and submit

their objections, if any.

Rain trees, Gulmohars, Sihi
Hunse, Dalichanda, Bottle
Brush and Basri are among the
15 species that will make way for
construction of a viaduct and
metro stations between R.V.
Road and H.S.R. Layout.

The Forest Department has

= S e
The trees will be replaced by stations and a viaduct. sx. muraLl kuman

notified the trees that will be af-
fected by extension of the Pur-
ple Line near Benniganahalli
lake. Peepal, Akash Mallige, Sub-
abul, Peltophorum, Banyan, Bili
Kanagalu are among the species
in the 91 trees proposed to be re-
moved from the Benniganahalli
lake bund area to make way for
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construction of metro rail struc-
tures, road diversion and metro
viaduct.

Environmentalist D.T. Devare
of the Bangalore Environment
Trust, who has filed a petition in
the Karnataka High Court, said,
“Four permissions for tree fell-
ing/transplantation for the me-
tro project were uploaded on
the BEMP’s website in October.
As petitioners in the ongoing
PIL, we were allowed to submit
our objections to these permis-
sions. We found out that the list
of trees for which permissions
was given included some trees
for which no proper public not-
ices were issued in the past.”

He added that the court in its
recent order on November 18
held that any question of raising
objections will arise only when
members of the public are made

aware of all the details about the
trees proposed to be felled.

Vijay Nishanth, environmen-
talist, said citizens had to ap-
proach various offices earlier to
get such details.

BBMP’s Deputy Conservator
of Forests Ranganatha Swamy
said that details had been
uploaded as per the directions
of the High Court.

“This is a step towards bring-
ing in transparency. We are now
hopeful that members of the pu-
blic will submit their objections,
which will be considered se-
riously by the authorities and
the Tree Expert Committee,”
said Mr. Devare.

For details on the trees ident-
fied for felling, wvisit https://
bbmp.gov.in/departmentweb-
sites/Forest%20Department/
downloads.html

Karnataka’s RT-PCR tests per lakh
population is highest in country

“This is one of the reasons for better control of COVID-19 in State’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURLU

The State has done the high-
est RT-PCR tests per lakh
population in the country at
16,360.

While Ladakh and Pudu-
cherry have conducted the
second and third highest
number of RT-PCR tests
(14,769 and 14,488, respec-
tively), Telangana has done
the lowest at 221. Tamil Na-
du, which claims to be the
only State to go entirely by
RT-PCR testing, has record-
ed 13,591 such tests per lakh
population, according to in-
formation provided by the
State’s COVID-19 war room
data.

Munish Moudgil, who
heads the war room, said
this is one of the reasons for
better COVID-19 control in
the State. “One of the ways
to avoid a second wave,
apart from citizens exercis-

Q While the State government is doing its part by
maximising tests, citizens are requested to adhere
o wearing of masks, maintain social distance, and
sanitise hands. Prevention is only in the hands of
the citizens by their proper conduct.

MUNESH MDUDGIE
Head of State’s COVID-19 war rosm

ing SMS - Social Distancing,
Masking and Sanitisation -
is to have high daily testing
with RT-PCR," he said.

“While the State govern-
ment is doing its part by
maximising tests, citizens
are requested to adhere and
obey masking, social dis-
tance and sanitisation of
hands. Prevention is only in
the hands of the citizens by
their proper conduct,” he
added.

New cases

Meanwhile, the State on
Monday reported 1,509 new
cases of COVID-19, taking
the total number to
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8,74,555. With 24 deaths,
the toll rose to 11,678. This is
apart from 19 deaths of pa-
tients due to non-COVID-19
reasons.

A total of 1,645 persons
were discharged on Mon-
day, taking the total number
of recoveries to 8,38,150.

Of the remaining 24,708
active |.'.IEII1E'I'II$, 438 were
being monitored in the ICU.
While the positivity rate for
the day stood at 1.57%, the
Case Fatality Rate (CFR)
touched 1.59%.

Bengaluru Urban report-
ed 725 cases, taking its tally
to 3,64,390. With 10 deaths
coming from Bengaluru, the

COVID-19 update

Number of |'I'I'-|'| e

Totalcases 3,64,390
18,409
Discharged 3,41,902
4,078+1*

* Dne person died of other causes

Active cases

Deaths

Source: Department of Health
and Family Welfare

toll in this district rose to
4,078, The active cases in
Bengaluru touched 18,409,
As many as 96,095 tests
were conducted in the last
24 hours, including 87,413
RT-PCR. With this, the total
tests rose to 1,03,29,473.




AstraZeneca-Oxford
trials show 90%
efficacy

. S

KALYAN RAY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

n what may bring cheer,
pharmaceutical major As-
traZeneca on Monday an-
nounced that its Covid-19 vac-
cine developed in partnership
with Oxford University has
been proven “highly effective”
in protecting people from the
novel coronavirus infection.
The company will now seek
an emergencyuse listing from
the World Health Organisa-
tion and approach regulatory

DECCAN HERALD
Vaccine hope for India by Dec

Adar Poonawalla

authorities around the world
foraconditional early approv-
al of the two-dose vaccine for
frontline workers and vulner-
able groups identified by the
governments.

Based on the trials carried
out on 23,000 individuals in
the UK and Brazil, AstraZene-
casaid the vaccine offers 70%

SERUMVACCINEPLAN

m Serum Institute CEO Adar Poonawalla aiming for India

vaccine approval by year-end

= Limited use of medicine in India by December end to

early January

= Can supply up to 400 million doses of vaccine by

July 2021

® Vaccine MRP Rs 1,000 for private market
m Discussions with govt on purchase agreement

= Keen to distribute vaccine to India first

efficacy.

Surprisingly, one of theregi-
mensinwhichonlya half-dose
is used in the first shot offers
90% protection whereas the
second regimen with two full
dosesgeneratesa62% efficacy.

The two doses are being
given at leastone month apart.

With itsefficacy and its
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ability to be transported and
handled at normal refriger-
ated conditions (2-8 degrees
Celsius), thiscould verywellbe
India’s first Covid-19 vaccineif
the Indian drug regulator is
convinced with the trial data.
AstraZeneca's Indian
partner, Pune-based Serum
Institute, is independently

conducting safety and immu-
nogenicity clinical trials on
1,600 patients across India.

SII chief executive officer
Adar Poonawalla on Monday
said that the company was
aiming for an approval by
the year-end and the vaccine
might be available in a limited
way either by Decemberend or
inearly January 2021.

By July 2021, up to 400 mil-
lion doses of the vaccine could
be made available,

Poonawalla said the vaccine
would have a maximum retail
price of Rs 1,000 for the pri-
vate market but pointed out
that his company was negoti-
ating with the Union Health
Ministry for a purchase price
for the government.

» Vaccine, Page 3
When will indians get
vaccine: Rahul, Page 8

Covid cases drop, hospital staft
stare at contrasting fortunes

Several ancillary medical

staffers may lose their jobs

AKHIL KADIDAL
BENGALURU, DHNS

$ the number of Covid

cases begin to fall from

ate October, thousands
of health workers across the
state are facing potential job
loss or increased workload.

Adding to the general sense
of uncertainty are rumblings
of a potential second wave of
Covid-19 infections, which
some medicos fear could ma-
terialise in a few weeks.

A government official said a
growing number ofempty beds
inseveral hospitals and colleg-
es has prompted the state to
initiate the process to restart
non-Covid services on a larger
scale from December 1.

“We are only getting about
900 cases per day in Bengalu-
ru Urban, forexample. A large
numberof beds in government
centers are empty. Therefore,
we are planning to restart
non-Covid services across all
government hospitals and
medical colleges,” said Dr P G
Girish, Director, Department
of Medical Education.

He said that at Victoria
Huospital, non-Covid services
will resume at C and H Blocks.
“There is also a concern about
the second wave of infections
coming,” Dr Girish added.

Leftinthe lurch

Meanwhile, medical staff are
said to be languishingat private
hospitals after a November 18

Non-Covid services are
expected to resume soon.

circular from the BBMP man-
dared that Covid-19 patients be
admirtted only at government
health facilities.

Consequently, the future of
several medical professionals,
including ancillary staffers,
has been thrown into doubt,
said Dr R Ravindra, Presi-
dent, Private Hospitals and
Nursing Homes Association
(PHANHA).
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No end in sight for govt staffers

The shunting of new
Covid-19 patients into gov-
ernment centres is said to
be once again overburden-
ing medical staff at some
government hospitals.

At ore Medical
College and Research
Institute (RMCRI), Dr
Smitha Segu, nodal officer
for Covid-19, said many
of the institute's staffers
had been hoping fora
breather and a transition
to non-Covid services.

“However, we are
finding Covid admission
numbers increasing once
again. Roughly, 40-50 new
Covid-19 patients are turn-

“Only about 30% 10 40% of
beds in private hospitals are
occupied. Many medical staff
have noworkatall. Private hos-
pitals are tryving to keep their
staffoccupied with fumigation

ing up at BMCRI every day.
Some staff are exhausted,
Ontopof this, if a second
wave starts, it will severely
strain our manpower,” she
said.

Contract health workers
arealsoouton alimb.

Vishwaradya H Yamoji,
President, Contract
Health Workers Associ-
ation, said hundreds of
contract workers across
the state have had little
or nowork in the recent
weeks,

“Worse, none of the
incentives promised by the
government have materi-
alised,” he said.

andother sanitisation work but
if non-Covid servicesdon't pick
up, we will have to do retrain-
ing." Dr Ravindra said. “If that
does not help, we will have to
resort toretrenchment.”




No more hearings
on tree felling,
say authorities

Email-based
consultation
process introduced

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

he BEMP tree author-
ity has introduced an

email-based consul-

tation process in the place

of public hearings for infra-

structure projects requiring
tree felling.

Activists dub this regres-
sive since the change of pro-

cedure denies the public the

Activists are
“While issuing of a
public notice brings a
level of transparency,
the removal of an avenue
to question officials
and demand answersis
going to be aregressive
step. Once we mail our
suggestions, thereisno
telling whether it has
ever been genuinely con-
sidered. Accountability
as such will be lost,” an
activist said, pointing
out that officials were
taking shelter undera
law which they failed to




opportunity to demand an-
swers from the authorities.
Officials confirmed the
procedural change while
speaking about a public noti-
fication issued by the Forest
Department for axing 106
trees for two metro works —
91 trees at Jyotipuram near
KR Puram and 15 on the RV
Road-HSR Layout line. Two
more notifications have also
beenissued tofell 150 trees—
116trees forthe approachline
to the Anjanapura depot and
34 for the Kothanur depot.
Inall, 256 trees will be top-
pled for four different metro
works in South and East Ben-
galuru, but public partici-
pation will be limited to just
emails as the officials have
decided to “follow the rules”.
After an order from the
Karnataka High Court, dat-
ed August 2014, the BEMP
has been conducting public
hearings on proposals in-
volving the cutting of more
than 50 trees. The hearings
witnessed public anger over

follow for years.

1976, called for public hear-
ing. “Both mentioned public
notices,” the official noted.

“But BBMP’s deputy con-
servator of forest read too
much into them and began
public hearings. These events
led to a furore, with activists
getting angry over mere pro-
posals to fell trees. We have
decided to go by therulesand
put an end to public hearing,”
he added.

This has made last year’s
public hearing on the Gotti-
gere-Nagawara metro line
the last of the events, where
tree conservationists could
hold officials accountable
for ripping off trees. People
must now write emails to the
deputy conservator of forest
to raise objections or provide
suggestions to save trees.

People’s participation
To a question, BEMP DCF

Ranganatha Swamy H S said




“unfettered” cutting of trees.  the public notice will increase
A senior official claimed people’s participation.

that neither the high court “Peoplehave achancetoair

order nor the government’s their opinion and the whole

amendment of the Karnata- system is transparent, as per

ka Preservation of Trees Act, the rules,” Swamy said.

Inall, 256 trees will be toppled for four different metro
works in South and East Bengaluru.
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Vaccine for India by Dec likely

VACCINE, FROM PAGE 1

“These findings show that we
have an effective vaccine that
will save many lives. Exciting-
ly, we have found that one of
our dosing regimens may be
around 90% effective and if this
dosing regime is used, more
people could be vaccinated
with planned vaccine supply,”
Andrew Pollard, chief inves-
tigator of the Oxford vaccine
trial at Oxford University said
in a statement.

The regimen with one half
and a full dose that gener-
ates 90% efficacy was given
to 2,741 individuals whereas

the second regimen with two
full doses was administered

to 8,895 people. The com-
bined analysis from both
dosing regimens (n=11,636)
resulted in an average efficacy
of 70%.

An independent data safety
monitoring board determined
thatthe analysis metits prima-
ry endpoint showing protec-
tion from Covid-19 occurring

14 days or more after receiving
two doses of the vaccine, No
serious safety events related
to the vaccine have been con-
firmed as the vaccine was well
tolerated across both dosing
regimens.

“Avaccine with 70% efficacy
is very good because the idea
was that a vaccine even with
50% efficacyis good enoughin
apandemicsituation. Theadd-
ed advantage of the AstraZene-
cavaccineisthatitcan betrans-
ported to every corner of the
country as it doesn’'t need an
ultralow cooling environment
for storage,” Chandrakant La-
hariya, an independent public
policy and health systems ex-
pert told DH.

Two other Covid-19 vac-
cines developed by Plizer-Bi-
oNet and Moderna showed
an efficacy in excess of 90%.
But the first one needs a stor-
age temperature ol minus
80 degrees Celsius while the
Moderna vaccine is more ex-
pensive than the AstraZeneca
one,
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Flood risk for B'luru
due to cyclone; IMD
Issues yellow alert

BENGALURL, DHNS

ow-lving areas in Ben-
Lgﬂluru could face the risk

of inundation on Thurs-
day and Friday due to isolated
spells of very heavy rainfall un-
der the influence of a depres-
sion over Bay of Bengal, which
will intensify into a cyclonic
storm on Tuesday.

The India Meteorological
Department has issued a vel-
low alert to South Interior Kar-
nataka districts on November
25 and 26. Though the region
will receive light to moderate
showers, isolated spells of
heavy rainfall of up to 115.5
mm are forecast for Bengalu-
ru Urban, Bengaluru Rural,
Kolar, Mysuru, Mandya, Ra-
managara, Chamarajanagar
and Tumakuru districts.

C 5 Patil, director, IMD
Bengaluru told 2H Rlooding in
low-lying areas of Bengaluru
was likely due tospells of heavy
downpourin parts of the city,

Thundershowers are also

likely in a few parts of the re-
gion due to the cyelonic storm,
which will make landfall on the
Tamil Nadu coast on Novem-
ber 25. The region is expected
to receive fairly widespread
rainfall till Saturday, after
which the effect of the cyclonic
storm is expected to taper off,

The cyclonic storm is fore-
cast to have little impact on
North Interior Karnataka and
coastal districts which will
remain largely dry during the
course of the week,

Rainfall data

During the course of the
month, Karmataka hasreceived
below normal rainfall. Karna-
takaonon average receives 37
mm rainfall till November 23,
and has received 17 mm this
vear. North Karnataka region
has received little rainfall after
the floods in October and has
received an average of 2 mm
rainfall till date, as compared
to the long term average of 24
mim.
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THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

India’s best shot at covid
vaccine has 70% efficacy

EEXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & New Delhi

OF all the big Covid vaccine efficacy reports,
the one India was Keen to hear about has just
arrived. Swedish-British biotech firm Astra-
Zeneca on Monday announced that Covishield,
its vaccine candidate developed along with the
University of Oxford, showed an average effi-
cacy of 70% in two study segments in early
phase 3 of testing.

Though the performance percentage is lower
than that of its three com-
petitors US pharma
majors Pfizer and Mod-
erna, and Russia's Sput-
nik V claimed 90+ % effi-
cacy — the Oxford vaceine
scores over therestfor In-
dia as it can be stored at a
comfortable 2-8°C; the
Pune-based Serum Insti-
tute of India (51I) is already mamafacturing it;
priced around F200 per dose to the government,
it'scosteffective; and it is possibly the first Cov-
id-19 vaccine India can lay its hands on.

Of the 11,636 volunteers in Astra's initial
test, 131 developed coronavirus, but did not
need hospitalisation. CONTINUED ONM: P10

Oxford shot rate for govt around 7200

While the cost of the Ox ford vaccine i expected to be about 220
per dose under the government’s national immunisation
programme, its market price could be higher, Serum Institute of
India chief Adar Poonawala has dready indicated.
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Maha firewall

for passengers
from 4 states

Mumbai: With afresh
wave of Covid bullding
on the horizon,
Maharashtm sought to
mise its firewall
mandating travellers
from the most-affected
states of Delhi,
Rajasthan, bujarat and
boa to show a Covid-19
negative certificate on
arival by rail, road and
ar from Wednesday. As
per 4 Standard Operating
Procedure i ved by the
state govemnment, all
travelers must undergo
an R T-PCR test within
12 hours of the
wheduled amival time
in Mahamshtra. “The
passengers not having
the negative test report
will have to undertake a
Covid-19 test at ther
own cast. The aiport
authority will amange
the testing centres and
charge the passengers
diractly,” stated the
natification.




B’luru air cleaner than
other cities after Diwali

Bengalur: The city had the best
air quality after Diwali, in
comparison to sevenother cities,
according toan analysis by an
environmental intelligence
company Ambee. Bengaluru's
AirQuality Index ranged
between 50and 70 . P2

EXPRESS READ

New Covid therapy
tothe rescue

Bengalurw: Thymosin Alphal,

a new therapy, can modulate the
immune system of Covid patients
and help their recovery. [n mild
patients, it stops the patient's
condition from becoming moderate
or severe, and helps severe
patientsin recovering. P3
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Bengaluru wins cracker war, keeps air clean

Particulate matter dropped by 40% due torain after Diwali; AQI in Delhi worst, shot up in Mumbai, Kolkata

BENGALURU,
BEFORE AND AFTER

BEFORE | AFTER
DIWAL | DIWALI
(NOVO-13)| (NOV14-18)

Al 70 60
PMs25 | B

(FREOEFD 20 5308 )

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Bengaiury

BENGALURU had the best air
quality after Diwali compared
to seven other cities, according
to an analysis by environmental
intelligence company Ambee.
For Bengaluru, the Air Qual-
ity Index ranged between 50
and 70 and average PM2.5 (par-
ticulate matter) was just above
25 between November 9 and 18,

Most polluted in B'lury

With anaverage AQI of around
40, Chandra Layout, Vijayana-
gar, Hampinagar, Nayandahalli
were among the most polluted
areas of the city. Areassuchas
Gavipuram, Vidyaranyapura,
Yelahanka, recorded average

PM2.5 of just above 35.

The least polluted areas in-
clude the Bengaluru airport
with average AQI of just above
50. Other areas which had low
levels of pollution include Madi-
vala, Bellandur; Bommanahalli,
and HSR Layout with PM 2.5 of
16. Some residential areas with
large apartment complexes had
elevated levels of PM2.5, which
could be due to the bursting of
firecrackers. However, particu-
late matter in the air dropped
by 40% due to rains right after
Diwali, giving some respite to
city residents.

Other cities

Delhi fared the worst, with its
AQI level over 250 for the period
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of the analysis. PM2.5 levels in
Delhi was above 200, twice the
recormmended safe levels. The
other cities include Mumbai,
Chennai, Hyderabad, Kolkata,
Pune and Jaipur:

“Delhi continues to face haz-
ardous levels of pollution with
average AQI and PM2.5 much
higher than safe limits. De-
spite small showers, the ongo-
ing stubble-burning will only
worsen the airquality In addi-
tion, dropping temperatures
will also induce smog which
creates heath risks and
visibility problems,” said
Madhusudan Anand, co-found-
er of Ambee,

Compared to last year, visi-
bility is expected to be poorer

in Jaipur, Delhi, Kanpur, Lue-
know, and Patna, he said. Oth-
er cities such as Mumbai and
Chennai will experience mod-
erate air quality while Kolka-
ta and Hyderabad will contin-
ue to have pollution levels
higher than safety limits,
Anand said.

Mumbai's Air Quality Index
level averaged 150 while Kolka-
ta’s increased from 120 to 170
after Diwali. Similarly, Pune's
AQI rose after Diwali, and av-
eraged 100,

Before the festival, Chennai's
AQTaverage 110, which falls in
the moderate category, and sur-
prisingly saw a drop in pollu-
tion with the index level drop-
ping to 50 after the festival.
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To Cost ¥500-600
Per Dose In Pvt
Market; ¥220-300
For The Govt

fupak. Mukherjes
@timesgroup.com

Mumbal: Armed with Inier-
im findings of the AstraZene-
ca-Oxford Covid-19 vaccine
trials — which showed 70%
effectiveness In prevencing
people from getting infected

Pune-based Serum [nstl
tmteof India(Sil)isset toseak
oMmergency regulalory Aap
proval and hopes to get 8 go-
dhead by the year-end.

The ‘posttive’ data raises
hopes for a fasier rollout of
the vaccine in India, as the
AsiraZeneca dataexcesds the
0% primary effcacy end-

TIMES OF INDIA

Oxford vaccine ‘70% effective’,
may get India nod by year-end

REGULAR REFRIGERATION SUFFICIENT  Mum co offers

* Serum Institute of Pune
hopes to get emergency licence
if @ month 1o use AstraZeneca-
Oncfiord Covid-19 vaccine
» Two doses needed.
Selto be

than Pfizer (T1,500) &
Moderna (¥2,775) shots

» lbcr doses expected by
Jan. “Priority will be india,”
says CEO Adar Poonawalla

*= Efficacy of this vaccine
rises to 0% if half doseis
fallowed by a full ome, but it's
lower than 95% of Pfizer
and Moderna

» Ouford shot can
be transporied &
stored at 2-8°C (normal
fridge temp), unlike the
others, making it easier to
distribute across India

point set by the Indian drog
regulator DCGT In draft gul
delines for Covid-19 vaccines.

“We will be applying for
the emeargency [icensure Soon
and hope toget 1t Ina monthor
s0. The final approval de-
pends on DCGIs decislon,”
S CED Adar Poonawalla told
TOI. He added that the compa-
ny has so far ssockpiled
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around 4 crore doses, and will
have 10 crore doses by Janu
ary Amajorityof thesewillbe
marked as priority for India
Covishield will be avalla-
ble In the market at Rs S00-600
per dosa, and at Hs 2230-300 for
the government, he added.
Two doses Wikl he required

»rLSk for Pfizer shots, P 8

‘vaccine tourism’
at TL8L/US trip

\ Mumbal based traved firm,
. Which claims tn be “devel-
oping vaccine ourism”, i of
fering to Ay “a select fow VVIP
clients™ to the US to geta dose of
the Pzer vaocine, the wenative
launch date of which is Decem-
ber 11. The package costs Rs LB
lakh a person and includes -
and-froalrfare from Muambal o
New York, stay for three nights
il fioiar days ani & dose of the
varrcing The firm can’t commidi
0 a thme frame and won't ake
advance deposits, bt those in-
werestod have wo reglster now by
providing it a copy of their
passport. “It's not patently Mo
gal, burt s unfair and deceptive
as nothing Is certain,”™ Mumbal
Grahak Panchayatsays P11

B'LURU WATCH
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Greens elated as BBMP
invites public opinion

Mrinalini.Bhat@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Two BBMP notices
on Monday inviting objections to
proposals to cut trees for two Nam-
ma Metro corridors had environ-
mentalists praising the civic body.

One notice was for cutting 15 of
147 trees along the Metro line from
RV Road to Bommasandra and an-
other was for cutting 91 of 119 trees
that dot the Byappanahalli-White-
field line.

Environmentalist Vijay Nish-
ant, who has been flighting for
transparency in matters pertain-
ing to the city's green cover, told
TOI, “The notice states that any-

onewhohasan objection can write

TREE-CUTTING PLAN

to the DCF in the next 10 days. It's
telling citizens their power in
these matters.”

As per the Karnataka Preser-
vation of Tree Act, 1976, if more
than 50 trees are being felled, a
public notice has to be 1ssued and
objections invited. Environmen-
talists say the authorities usually
claim to have put out a notice
whenever trees are cut but they
never come to know about it. With
the matter going to the high court,
directives were issued tofollow the
rule book. Following this, two pub-
lic notices issued on November 23
wererich indetails. “We have been
fighting for this. Now that all de-
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tails are uploaded on the BBMP
website, citizens can make an in-
formed decision. Environmental-
ists can visit the place and see if
there is scope to save even one of
those trees,” Nishantsaid.
Environmentalists believe no
good will come from protesting af-
ter trees are felled. Considering
the government has given 10 days
to seek comments from citizens,
they believe it's time to act.
Dattatreya T Devare, environ-
mentalist and trustee of Banga-
lore Environment Trust, said,
“T'wo sets of permissions for tree
felling/ transplantation were up-
loaded on BBMP website on Octo-
ber 17 and October 23 for BMRCL.
We found that the list of trees for
which permission was given in-
cluded some where no proper pub-
lic notices were issued. We pointed
out in the high court that it was
necessary under the Tree Act todo
s0. In response to the high court di-
rections, BEMP and forest depart-
ment published notices. We hope
people will submit comments/ob-
Jections and they will be consid-
ered seriously”
Environmentalists claim there
have been instances where public
consultations were held just as a for-
mality but no objections were taken
into consideration. They now ex-
pect the authorities to carefully go
through the objections and explain
themselves in case they have not
been taken into consideration.
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iy properuies and sold anot-

BBMP sources sald the

Not paid for 2 yrs: BBMP contractors at protest

Bengalurn: BEMP contrac-
tors on Monday staged a pro-
test infrontof the civic body
headquarters agalnst what
they said was maore than a 25-
month delay In releasing
thetr payments.

Waving plates and spo-
ons and shouting slogans,
the contractors sat outshle
the BAMP commissioner's
office and discontinued the
protest only after he agread
tomest them.

“We have not been pald a

penny since the beginningof

October 2018. Yet we are Wor-
king relenilessly t0 ensure
that people don't face any ln-
convenience,” said KT Man-

BiILL WOES: Contractors sit on dharma outside the BEMP chief's
affice. They have threatened to stog work if payment is not released

Junath, presiden: of the willstopwork andensure no
contractors’ assoclation. other contractor works if

The contractors have thelr paymentsarenotrelea-
warned Palike officials they  sed. “ have morigaged both
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herone inorder topay lanou-
rers and run my family The
officials are playing with
our money and dom't care
about us,” sald Venkatesh G,

“I have been borrowlng
loans from banks and friends
o run my family for two ye-
ars now. Iif the civic admini-
stration doesn’t want (o pay
us on time, why does it pres-
Sure Conractors o work con-
tinuously?” sald Ravl, a cont-
ractor from Yelahanka.

agency doesn't have the
funds o clear contractors’
bills. “The coNractors were
already informed about the
slimatlon and the commis-
sioner had clearly told them
they would recelve pay-
ments only after Covid19
subsldes. This protest won't
change things,” they added.

Will look into it: Palike chief
The prowest began at 1lam
and continued till 445pm
when the commissloner met
the contractors. “1 will ook
Into what can be done. T will
call for a mesting and get
back w the contractors,”
commissioner Manjunatha
Prasad said.
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Positivity rate

in State is one
of the lowest

The State’s positivity rate is at 1.8 per cent
while the national average is at 4.1 per cent

| Sridhar.Vivan
AU g O _Ooin

TWEETS il sritharyMIFROR

n the covid front,
Karmataka ix one of
the few states in the
country to have a
low positivity rate
in the country now. As per the
ponitivity rate vhaks of Mrvemler
B o November 21, the State's

il ladea raba Bad beaes 1 B e

725 cases in
Bengaluru

On Monday, withiower
numbar of tests ionly
88,000 tests), lower num-
ber of covid chses wers
mecordad, Tha Stato added
1509 noew cases and 24
denths while Bengaluru
nooount i for 725 and 10
deaths. Tha diy's positiv-
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promitiviey rate has been 18 per
cent while the national avemge
haes by 4.1 peer cwnie. Flimaachal
Pradesh recorded the highest
positivity rate with 15.3 per
cent, lollowed by Delhi with
12.8 per cent and the lowese in
Rl (05 guer cerutd

D b thee low posstiviiy rate,
the stare has also seen a seady
fall in cases. Although the num-
best of covid cases increased by
1.2 per cent in the past week,
active cases have reduced by 11
per cent. bn fact. 27 out of 3 dis-
tricts in the Siate witnessed big
rechactions in active cases,

Interestingly, 13 out of 30
districts witnessed rero covid
deaths during the last week, =
the case fatality rate fell o 1.2
peT cent in the stabe. &ngﬂ]un.l
accounted for 45 per ceni of the
weekly deaths, while six dis-
tricts witnessed only one
death each

Analysing the weekly daia,
Mvsore Sanjeev, Project
Coordinator of Jeevan Raksha,
saiid thut Karnadaks showld now
bocus on reducing the sctive

ANMBENT RS |V LR W MLEs LT
iy rate wis 157 per cent,
while the day s fatality rate
was 1.5 par cant,

cases o bedow 15,000 from its
current level of 24,708
'||.|r|1ri-\ir'|:!J:|.'_ the active cases in
Karnataks were highet than the
neighbouring States (#xc
Kerala); Andhra Pradesh- 15 249,
Tamil Nadu 12,542, Kerala
65,6864, Telangana 11,643, and
Puducherry 559

Staie war moom chiel Munish
Mouacigsl snbd that Karmatsko had
also conducted the highest
RT-PCR tests per lakh people in
the country and clabmed that
higher ET-PCR testy was one of
the reasons for the control of the
covid situation in the State
“One of the wiys m svoid & s
ond wave, apart from ctlzens
cexercising M35 Social
Distancing. Masking and
Sanitization. While the state
giwernment i doing i par by
manimising tests, the chiizrens ae
reuestied b0 adhere and obey
SIS, " i ackcbed




Ride between Ghord Road,
ORR will turn signal-free

The 2.9-km project costing around 120 crore will have four grade separators

| Mavesn Manazes
0 P g o . 0Ty

TWEETS @l mngaloredd| A ROH

nother signal-free cor.
ridor s hﬂng |'|m-|1r.|'|rd
between the Outer Ring
Raosad VORRH and the West
of Chaed Road, which
falls wnder Mahalakshmi Layosut
Assembly Constituency. The 2.9-
km projct, costing around Bs 120
crore, will comprise four grade
separators o1 different junceion. A
pan of the plan also includes the
oorstructaon of a bridge above the
Vreishaldhavathy vallev mear i‘:|u'-
line Road for the movement of
vl e
Ihe road infrastructene division
of the Bruhat Hrng.:il ury
Mahanagara Palike (BEMF) has
been tasked with the responsibility
of executing the project. It is cur-
rently finalising the detalled pro-

E—— LT T R R

reatly hnalising the detalled pro-
ject report (EHPRY, Ol hn]'r {101
foat the tenders in a momth's thme.

The project, the civic body said,
will reduce the travel time of com-
mutens iravelling from West of
Chord Road towrardh biysuna Road
arel Tumakum Rowil. “Ta the e
phase, we will be bullding an S(0-
méetre bridge &cross the shorm
water dradn,” & sentor BEMT offi-
cial said

T sicomid prum' i udes Core-
struction of what is called two uni-
dirertimal Byovers lome at the old
Mandini theatre junction and
arether oar Rajkumar statue) as
well i an umh'quu mcar Shasin
HrtOials

The siknal free corridor s being proposed between the ORR and the West of Chord Road

During the ward commiites

il e i Wi . T P Ao i

uring the ward commities
meerting on Satenday, K l}np;lhnh_
minister for Food and Civil
Suzppibies and M1LA of Mahalskshmi
Layout had directed the BEMT offi-
clals o expeidite the completon of
the project. He said nome of these
[eopicts recpuine lared i tion

Deadline extended

Abosit two killomseores from wheere
these grade separators are pro-
= v, thee v s n.l'!. Fuas takin up
& separate skgnal-free corridor pro-
jecr. Waork had Began in 2007 bt
the project has already missed
three deadlines since Aaguss, 20109
Hhcials hll!k' [T |.-|n|'|q1||'1|' ihe
work by mid-2021
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The project will
reduce travel time
for commuters from
West of Chord Rd
towards Mysuru
Road and Tumakuru
Road. First, we will
build a bridge
across the SWD

“We have compheted sbowt 70
per cemt ol the fyover work it
Shivanagar junction. The other
work at the Hasaveshwara Magas

junction Byover was kept on hald

- W N
jumction Byover was kept on hald
as we wanicd to imtegrate it with
thee proposed fiyover ot the 72 cross
mad in Rajajinagar This project
will be ready by June 2021," an
offhcisl said.

While these projects will help
cosmmuters escape the congested
junctions by taking the dyovers or
u||11fr1.|.u.'~|'\_ the overall travel
time, studies say, s unlikely w
reduce duse o the sheer numbbser of
Erafti !.ij_,;nal\ the City Mas. Even
one-kilometre stretches of some
ot o thee Ciry hve mulisple sig
nals that slow down traffic. As a
lomg-term solition, experts have
Pweeern |sabRarag for r,q:lul |;u.|]‘l{ia. ranis-
ot SVskem




Clear our dues: Contractors corner BBMP

| ¥ Maheswara Reday
c-maiheswarareddy
i Ume s ou p.ooem

TWEETS @@ angalorsMIFROH

he Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-

hanagara Palike (BBMP)

is tasting some of its own

miedicine. fust lke it used 1o
name and dhame property tay de.
faulten, contracton have decided
1o calll ot the Palike for nod: clear
ing pending bills since October
MR,

On Monday, huandreds of con-
tractors gathered at the BEMP
Head Office premises 1o stage &
protest demanding the civic body
clear the bills which oome up o
aronarid Bs 2800 crode. Cotracon
shouted slogans wo emphasise on
thedr demands wo the tune of dram
beesats

S evenirachors also got i
hested arguments with the police
at they were prevented from taking
oul a procession on the BEMP
ol the police that BEMI® has not

bothered 1o meet them till 4 pm

though they have been protesting

since 10,30 am. Later, the police

allivwed them o continuae their
Esbon..

“Many of us have bormowed
maoney (o ke uwp developmenial
werirk. “hl'uu-lanra |'|.|,ﬁ|1 rafe off
imterest on the loans availed from
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thie lenders,” said KT Manjunath,
president, BEMTP Contraceon’
Association,

Venkatesh Maidu, a contractor,
said he had borrowed money from
private people and has to sell a site
anid mongage peopenty b0 clear the
debst.

*l have done developmenital

works (road and drain works} in
RBajajinager. | am vet o get s 1.50
crore from the BEMP two yean
afver the work was done,” sid

Ravi L. a contractor, said he
constructed a primary health cen-
tre at Mandtini Layout and the FHC
s oxpeniend i thie public rwo yean
ago and now it has been comvened
s @ fewer clinkc bat the BAMP has
e Cleared the dues,

“1 have 1o mortgage and sell
ety b chiar the dilit, | aim ot
In a position even to pay the
school fee for miy children,”™ said
Rarvl.

The contractors allege that
BEMP have cleared huge bills
worth hundreds of crores withot
Following the nosms. They socused
the BEMP of having taken bribes
and cleared the pending bills of
bagger contracion.

“We want the BEMP o release
the pending bills from October
2018 o March 2019 It will be a
jreat ]'u-lp o the contracton, ™ sakd
Manjunath.




Metro doom over 91 trees

Permission sought to axe 10- to 30-year-old trees in Benniganahalli lake bund
area; residents say company is taking easy way out as lake is govt property

| N e Manar éf o T irmeigromn, com
TWEETS ®8 ongaloroMiRR DR

he gramd infrastruchare plan pro-

at the busy Tin Factory

junction in the City is likely 1o

permanently take swav 3 large

part of the area'’s lang space. The

Bangalore Metro Rall Corporation Lid

CEMRCL) has rn.||.u1.trd the fasrest dqn!l-

ment for the removal of 91 trees from

the Benniganahalll lake bund srea. And,
the residents ane foming.

On Monday, the deputy conservator
of forests ([HCF), Erng.lluru Lirbsan divi-
sion, issued a public notice, inviting sug-
gestions and abjection from all citieens
unler the section B (3) of Karmataka Pres-
ervation of Tree Act, 1976

Citizens have 10 days to offer their
COMMIMETIES,

The notice says these are & ol of
119 trees standing in the projece area.
Thié pumbser of trees proposed (o be re-
maoved is: 91. That's chose 1o W6 of the
e o ok Alde of e lake bund Gres,
maost of which are between 10 and 30

At the time of writing this story, the
description of trees, species, location,
A ITAQ Were fort |||1||.a-u.'-r|.h|rl thie ks
site of BEMT, alhough the notice Claims
it hars albready been o

On the stretch where the trees eie-
marked for felling are, the BMRCL plans
o Puild & vwo-lane rosd. The sddition-
al space is alwx expected w0 ease up the
nction whene the BMRBCL s construct-
ing & Metmo stiation and 1wo Metro lines
{one, connecting nIJﬂFPJ’!.IhIJh amd
Whitefield, the other i connect the air-
port from the Owier Ring Road).

Earlier this year, the BMRCL had re-
ceived permission from the Karnataks
Tank Conservation and Development
Authority (KTCIAD 1o take wp construc-
tion close o the lake srea Beakdes the
trees, the construction will also take
away & part of the walking imck

MH Subramanian, secTEtary of ken-
niganahalli Kere Trust, is disappobnted.
“The BMECL has chosen an easy way to
build roads and Metro lines as the lake

EMRACL plans t

Bl A Bn o comcn

» 15 trees near
Central Silk Board

On the request of BMRCL, the BEMP's
forast cell has ko isued A public
nalica, infarming citizons aboul

the naed for chopping off 15 trees
batwdan 161 Main roead in BTM
Layout and the Central 5k Board.
“A total of 15 trees are essent ial o
ba removed for Metro construction
activities,” tha notice states. Some
of tha traes markad for ramoval Bre:
Rakn tres, Guimahar, Bottle Brush,
Dalichanda and §ibi Hunsa,

property s owmed I:n the povernment,
There were many alwematives including
building double-decken or changing the
alignment to the other side of the rmad.
All of this v being ignored a3 BMRCL
freels lake properties ang the tree ane eaxy
o destroy,” he said.

The residents, he said, had 1Ia5e1.1
a protest against BMRCL'S plan, “We
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il f tweo-tane road on the stretch

ro the 1 trees stand

Mo department reached
out to us. We were not
consulted during the
design stage - Subramanan,
Benmiganshall Kere: Trust

had also objected in writing. Mone of
the depariments have reached out to
us. We were not consulied during the
design stage. The BMRCL has taken
away our only lung space. All that is lefit
for the children in this area is concrete.”
he fumed

Recently, petitioners had requested
the High Court to direct the BEMP to
take all the suggestions and objections
given by residents seriously. “lt s not
enough the public notices are issued.
Ihe BEMF has been washing it hands off
it rl.-ipu.'l'l.'iiI:riill:'_|.I on whether any of the
wwhim W e |||hi1'lwly vurisichred
ard what sction has been taken,” a sen-
or envirenmentalist sasd.
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W Vaccine up to 90% effective mSerum Institute says data from Indian trials inamonth
W Cotoapply for emergency use by Dec end m100m doses to be ready by year end

AstraZeneca Vaccine Results
aShotinthe Armfor India
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Pfizer, Moderna, AZ

Vaccines Most Potent

[ada Frowmn pifwrse- 1 Eriais

,‘ show Tl the efficacy ol
thae three Cowid - 19 vad

cings - from Plier-BiokTech,
Mierna and Asiralaneca - g
among he hghes!, specifically in
o s wi i curreni (i wad
e, repor TS Diviya Ragagopal == 4

India may Not Need
Pfizer Shot: Vardhan

li irdd lamary rol noed P

ef- BipNTech's Covid-19
v ine, fEalth minfder
Harsh Vardhan has Said. “LS s nol
e given licence (o Mz, Soil
i ol ke serme for ofter
Coumbries i indla bo conider 1.
e inid ET'5 Midhi Sharmia «= &
MOBE REPORTS»+ 14

India May Not Need Pfizer’s Vaccme Harsh Vardhan

Considering the US hasnut given licence to Pfizer, it
does not make sense for us to consider it: Minister

Nid bl Sharmadtimasgroum com

oW D I ISR TRGAY Tl Pdwi] PTG
BloNTerhy's Covid 19 vaccine hoakth
mibniser [r Hursh Vardhan has sail

Im an exclusive chas with ET, the he-
alth minksser sald “U'miiedd Sanies has
T W TV TlEwen io PTOT. S0 it
does ot make sefes for otfe coaner -
% |k Ind I mocuns ke b We nre n -
uch with eweryome bax

that we  the

may nt need Pfiser vaocine =

me o i ey Oxford Unbwersity amd
pharmaceutical giant Astraloneca
announced that Covid19 waccins be-
s (IPVRIOQ NILTTY B N Showeed
0% efficiency and the efficacy ookl
b, unider omudosing regbmen
Dr Horsh Vardhan said thai PTizer
o 1 PR LIRSS I DAL 40 T
WIEMSCTIrS th Vaocine. “They o not
hive enoigh capaciiy ‘They woukl
first messd i Malfl the requirement in
LIS e ehien supgity oo otler count
ries. o we may ot newed them,” he s

T M) 15 b biars o

M, Tl i s i

candidates 0 sdvancsd suiges of ho
man iraks and windd Be ablo 1o inum-
dece ifw vaccioe by Februmry or
Mareh xem

T g1 Vo po1Ehes b the i, [
Harsh Vandhan said, “There will he
equl@NE Hsribaikn of yaccine. Sia-
06 I W DArS of £ Naeional Expert
Geroup of Vaccine Adminiserarion fisr
Cowich19. An axpert growp s drewing
o prioricy groups in consuliadion
Wiih wchnical expers. Nobody will
0t thd W1 P R AT AP 8 £APOHET

W will first cover healihcare wor-

; Wors ard ehen gradsaily oover the entl
n tion.”

Ciongress MP Rahul Gardhi on han

"y solight aRswers. From (e v

mont on the dissriburion sramgy and
wisthir PRMCare Rands woubd bo used
I emsre froe vace imatien. The health
minisaer skl “The Covid vsocine
programime Wil have  eariRarked
furnits the way all governmen sche
mEs hawve In the Budget. ™
This AT & muin iust s I RIRAr A ssom.
Ty elesrtions fhad erineered 2 pollibeal
ontroversy & it promised free Co
Vi 1 vaocine in the poll bound sties
This was promised in Madhys Pra
dashi anal Tamil] Nacdu. Thitgh thi e
nILh ministry hawl sought (v patan end
1 COMArTVErsy by SIyIng VACChne wo-
wld be [I'D'I‘ldm!l’:mnf S I EVEr PR
. the Congres hal takom on the g
Vi T B £ 1 bl o b,




Controlling Covid Till Arrival of
Vaccine on PM-CM Meet Agenda

PM cotild stross upon CMson nere
asing the proporion of ET-PCR
iRsLE N the igh ooncern SLs
&nd aspocially FAMD Up Wsting in
the

pected to bried the M o0 maasy

res re- lmposed by some states ke
migh curfew 1o curb the spread of
Ciowiid- 15 afor (e fest val sesason
his seen an upsurge in cases. Go-
vernment sounces sadd that tho-
ugh the rising Covid numbers in

g i L
I
IFEEEHERERET

Indla this month wers nowhers
noar the exponential rise seen in
the Covid 15 numbers i Kurope
and thie USA with ihe onss: of (his
winter, ihe effort of the povern
ment here |8 WWards sSiopping &
kg socond wave I Indiz

=The M jus2 befiore the fesive se
ason made 8 specinl mdress sdvi
slmg peoqsle b0 not drop (et guaed
and stressing that the virus wis
=il very much present amidsi us
Till & vaccine does nol come, i s

STATES OF
/ CONCERN

Tiest £l £ b kel £ GETROARE thie
Covid 18 siandion here™ § senior
Eovernment oificial aakd Ten so
108 R POpariing about W of the
new cases Bl T5% ol the fresh de
mths in the coonry Deihl, Maha
rashira and Kerals are reporting
the highest number of ew Cases
winlle Uil Maharasiir sl Wes)
Hengnl are reporing ehe highes
mumn ber of daily deaths mow The Co-
widh B mumbers are also ooncerming

mmll.nmmmnmu
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.

Pt ‘.

% CORONA
HETEII

TOTAL CASES IN INDLA

9.14M

(+2,700)

EARE VTR O T R
e (R | 10 e

tar Pradesh Hajestwn, Chhitis
jmerty, Anwdhirn Prodesh Tumil Naduo,
imactial Pridesh and Earmataka
The Centre has sent weams o UT,
Panjab and Himechal Pradesh and

pmrh The stme of the hospital In-
frasiruciure and sallabiliy of
LT e O g -Suppsorted Desds oo
il Wit Increise In cises in these
wtanns will he royiewed,

Thie PAM cottld expross his sarisfiae.
thon. however, of thi recovery rte
n India poing above w@% and the
COUNITY TocOrding Kas tham 5 e
cases. dally since Novemnber & Actl-
Ve CASRS [11 Inidis are now halow 4.5
lakh, which s anly 4 85% of iho o
il posbiive cises, which 18 anocher
reassuring Mgure. In fhis moe
ting the PM 18 Also expocied o
A& the TMA o roviow avatlabiliny
of cold stornges for the upeom ing
vaceine and psk them (o be prepa
rod for the GistriiIon SEFateEy
In his Last meet ing with the Chief
Miniswers In Sapiember, the PM
had asked the CMs of Maharash
tre, Urtar Pradesh, Punjab. Delhi,
Anvihrs Pradesh, Temil Nado and
Esrnmatakn iomake specisl sfforis
to control the spread Covid-19 in
the &0 warrst-affected disorios of
the coanEry




‘AstraZeneca’s Vaccine Could be 90%
Effective with No Serious Side Effects’

About 200 million
doses to be ready by
end of this year, says
Britishdrugmaker

Reuters

Lomdon: AstraZeneca saild on
Monday 18 Covid-19 vaccine co-
uldl be around s0% effective, gl-
ving the world another weapon to
fght the global pandem ic and po
tentially cheaper (0 make, easior
io disiribute and faster to scale
up thanrivals.

The Britlsh drugmaker sald i
will have 5s many as 300 milllon
doses by the end of 2080 — arodnd
four tdmes as many as US competi
tor Pfizer. Seven hundred milllon
doses could be ready globally as
8001 &8 theend of the Arst quarssr
of 221 The vacsine was o0 effic-
tive ln preventing Covid-19 when It
was administered as a hall dose
followed by a full dose &t least &
maonth lawer, acconding w data

Taking the Shot

ADVANTAGES OF ASTRAZEM
ECA VACLINE

= Costs 3 fow dollars 2 shot, 3
fraction of the price

of drugs rom P

o and Modema

from late-stape trials in Britain
and Brazll. No serious safety
ovents were conflrmed, the com-
pany sald, "This means we have &
vaccine for the world,” sakd An
drew Pollamd, direcwor of the O%-
ford University vaccine group
that developed thedrg.

The vaccine's cosi works oot &t
Just a few dollars a shot, a fraction
of the price of drugs from Phzer
and Moderna, which use a more
unconventional tochmology

ASTRAZEMECA WILL

poorcoundries, than Piizer's, which
needs 1o be shipped and stored at
“70C, the sort of temperature (ypi-

cit's varcine dependad on the do-
Sing, and fell o Just 62% when gl-
vin as two full doses rather thana
half-dose first. But scientists can

P3

tloned against seelng this as avi-
dence that i would be less useful
thanrivals.
Vaccines from Plizer and Moder-
na each prevented aboot 95% of
chies aecording o 1norm da
firom thalr trials
“Tehink it isa real fool s erTand m
slart rying o pick these throe
(Pfer/ Moder na/ Astra) apart on
the basisof snippets of phase-3da-
ta from press releases,” sald Dan-
ny Altmann, professor of immio-
nology at Imperial College Lon-
don, “For the bigger plomre, my
suspicion Is that by the tdme we
are a year down the line, wo'll be
using all three vaccines with abo-
i 80% proteciion —and we'llbea
Iot happler” Pascal Soriot, Astra’s
chief executive, sail the data sho-
wing that an Inlcial half dose was
more effectlve than two full doses
was good news, as more people oo
uld be vaccinatwd faster with a 1i-

AstraZeneca’s preliminary trial
COMes &8 8 new wave of infectlons
has hurt economies, particularly
In Europe amd the Unlied States.
Nearly 1.4 million paople havedied
in the globhal Covid- 19 pandemic.
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